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MUSINGS + 
MESSAGES

 Msgr. John Kasza, Moderator   frjohn@stol.church

We take a break from our usual 

Ordinary Sunday readings 

to celebrate the Feast of the 

Presentation of the Lord, also 

known as Candlemas Day. 

According to the old calendar, 

this day was the official end of 

the Christmas season, occurring 

40 days after Christmas. The feast 

commemorates the presentation 

of Jesus in the Temple and his 

consecration to the Lord. In 

addition, there is an ancient 

tradition of blessing candles on this 

day, recalling that Jesus came to be 

a light to the nations.

As we celebrate this feast, I draw 

your attention to the Nunc dimittis: 

“Now, Lord, you let your servant 

go in peace: your word has been 

fulfilled. My own eyes have seen the 

salvation which you have prepared 

in the sight of every people: a light 

to reveal you to the nations and 

the glory of your people Israel.” 

This canticle is recited at the end 

of Night Prayer by priests, deacons, 

and the religious who pray the 

Divine Office.
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How can I be more alert to seeing Christ in the daily grind?
The first thing that came to mind 

when I read this Connecting Point 

question was the famous Dunkin’ 

Donuts advertisement from the 

1980s with the half-awake, bushy-

mustached gentleman shuffling off 

to work, muttering, “Time to make 

the donuts.” Even though I’m retired 

now, I still remember mornings like 

that—dragging myself to work, 

knowing the day would bring 

deadlines, unexpected emergencies, 

unhappy clients, and the added 

weight of personal matters and 

family schedules. The list of daily 

responsibilities often feels endless.

Today, we celebrate the Feast of 

the Presentation, when Mary and 

Joseph brought Jesus to Jerusalem 

to present Him to the Lord. In the 

temple, Simeon and Anna recognized 

this small baby as the long-awaited 

salvation of the Jewish people. How 

did they see Jesus for who He was? 

Scripture tells us that they were 

righteous, devout, and prayerful. But 

they were also attentive to God’s 

word, as in Malachi 3:1: “Thus says 

the Lord God: Lo, I am sending my 

messenger…”

As Christians, we are also called to 

recognize Christ in the daily grind of 

our lives. Being righteous, devout, 

and prayerful is essential, but our 

attitudes matter, as well. If we 

approach life like the donut maker, as 

if everything is “ho-hum” and “woe is 

me,” we might struggle to see Christ 

in anything—or anyone. Instead, we 

should look for Christ in the small 

things. For me, that might be the 

sound of a child’s laughter, a parent’s 

simple act of affection toward their 

child, or even a friendly “good 

morning” from a stranger. These 

small moments are often where 

Christ reveals Himself.

When I find myself stuck in a 

pessimistic mood, I also turn to the 

refrain of a popular hymn based on 

Psalm 91: “Be with me, Lord, when 

I am in trouble. Be with me, Lord, I 

pray.” These words help me refocus 

my thoughts and shift from cynicism 

to gratitude for God’s countless gifts.

As we endure these cold, dreary 

Michigan days, let me leave you with 

this thought: The next time the sun 

shines brightly, take a moment to sit 

in its warmth as if it were a hug from 

God. It’s the perfect time to have a 

chat with Him!

Connecting Point
 Elaine Rhein, St. Francis-St. Maximilian   elaine.rhein@gmail.com

MUSINGS + MESSAGES (cont’d)
These words remind us that, like 

Simeon, once we have experienced 

God’s Word and lived the Gospel, 

we should feel confident that we are 

ready to meet our maker. However, 

if we do not feel ready to meet God, 

perhaps there is more work yet for us 

to do.
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9 AM OFFICE HOURS

8 AM MASS
9:45 AM MASS / LITTLE 
LAMBS/ CHILDREN'S 
CHURCH
11:45 AM MASS / LITTLE 
LAMBS / CHILDREN'S 
CHURCH
1 PM BAPTISM
5:30 PM FOP LAY 
LEADERSHIP MTG (AT ST. 
ISIDORE)

2SUN

7 AM AA MEETING
8:30 AM MASS
9 AM EUCHARISTIC 
ADORATION & WORSHIP
9:30 AM RAMBLING ROSES
12 PM HEALTHY MINISTRY 
STROKE PRESENTATION
3 PM CONFESSIONS
6 PM PRAYZING!
6:30 PM BIBLE STUDY: 
SALVATION (EVENING)
7 PM CBS OF MICHIGAN

6THU

9:30 AM STRETCH & 
STRENGTH
2 PM ROSARY
5 PM GROW - GR 1-6
5 PM MISSION - GR 7-8
6:30 PM GROW - GR 1-6
6:30 PM MISSION - GR 7-8

3MON

7 AM AA MEETING
8:30 AM MASS
9:30 AM BIBLE STUDY: 
SALVATION (MORNING)
11:30 AM HEALTH 
MINISTRY MTG
1 PM CIRCLE OF FRIENDS
1 PM GRIEF SUPPORT
5 PM GROW - GR 1-6
5 PM MISSION - GR 7-8
6:30 PM GROW - GR 1-6
6:30 PM MISSION - GR 7-8

4TUE 8:30 AM MASS
9:30 AM STRETCH & STR
10 AM ROSARY MAKERS
1 PM BALANCE WRKSHP
5:30 PM CHOIR REHEARS
6 PM FAITH, FUN, AND 
FRIENDS
6 PM K OF C COUNCIL MTG
6:30 PM YOUTH GROUP 
8:30 PM K OF C SOCIAL HR

5WED

CALENDAR

7FRI

OFFICE CLOSED

8:30 AM MASS
9:30 AM STRETCH & 
STRENGTH
10 AM FUNERAL - MILLER

SA
T

3 PM OFFICE HOURS

4:30 PM MASS
5:30 PM CUPID'S COMEDY 
NIGHT

9SU
N

9 AM OFFICE HOURS

8 AM MASS
9:45 AM MASS / 
CHILDREN'S CHURCH
10:45 AM BECOMING 
CATHOLIC
11:45 AM MASS / 
CHILDREN'S CHURCH

FEBRUARY 2 - 9

8
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EVENTS

Adoration is a time when we come 

to be with Jesus in prayer and praise; 

all are welcome, regardless of age. 

On the first Thursday of each month, 

the Blessed Sacrament will be 

exposed following 8:30 AM Mass and 

remain exposed for Adoration until 

7:30 PM. Additionally, dinner and 

fellowship will be available from 5 to 

6:30 PM in the Divine Mercy Room, 

and music, praise, and worship will 

be from 6:30 to 7:30 PM. 

THU | FEB 6 | BEGINS 9 AM

ADORATION, PRAISE, AND WORSHIP

Anyone who has experienced a 

loss is invited to the weekly Grief 

Support Group Series, which will 

be held on Tuesdays through Mar. 

18. The Health Ministry will facilitate 

the group. If interested in attending, 

please contact the parish office at 

586-254-4433 or Marilyn Cito, Parish 

Nurse, at 586-254-4433 Ext. 320 or 

MarilynC@stol.church. New members 

and those who have attended 

previous sessions are welcome!

TUE | THROUGH MAR 18 | 1 - 2:30 PM

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP SERIES

One week earlier than usual, we will 

have the last K of C breakfast of 

the season with pancakes, sausage, 

bacon, scrambled eggs, Texas-

fried toast, biscuits with gravy, and 

hash browns. Free-will donations 

are appreciated. There will also be 

50/50 raffle tickets to purchase. 

On your way out, stop by our bake 

sale table in the Gathering Space to 

pick up some pastries to enjoy at 

home. Baked good donations would 

also be appreciated. They can be 

dropped off in the kitchen after the 

Saturday, February 1, 4:30 PM Mass 

or on the Gathering Space tables on 

Sunday morning. Come and enjoy a 

breakfast that can’t be beat.

SUN | FEB 2 | AFTER 8 & 9:45 AM MASSES 

K OF C BREAKFAST BUFFET & 
BAKE SALE



PRESENTATION OF THE LORD 5 

THU | MAR 6 | 12 PM
KEEPING YOUR MIND 
SHARP AT ANY AGE

FRI - SUN | APR 11 - 13 | WASHINGTON, MI
WOMEN’S SPRING             
CAPUCHIN RETREAT

COMING SOON...

Come share a night of love and 

laughter with your sweetie! A 

bit of wine, dinner, some sweets, 

and a bellyaching evening of fun 

and laughter make for a perfect 

Valentine's date. Back by popular 

demand is comedian Shawn 

Reynolds. Tickets will sell out, so 
get yours online or in the parish 
office: $80 per couple or $400 for 

a table of ten (all seats must be 

purchased at the same time).

SAT | FEB 8 | 5:30 PM DOORS OPEN - 6 PM DINNER - 7 PM SHOW

CUPID'S COMEDY NIGHT

GET
TICKETS

Immediately after the Rambling 

Roses meeting, St. Therese will host 

a presentation on strokes by Daniel 

Morganroth, N.P., Stroke Coordinator 

from Henry Ford Warren Hospital. 

Daniel will educate attendees on the 

causes, symptoms, and treatments 

of strokes. Since a light lunch will be 

provided, RSVP to the parish office 

at 586-254-4433 or Marilyn Cito, 

parish nurse, at 586-254-4433 Ext. 

320 or Marilync@stol.church.

THU | FEB 6 | 12 - 1 PM

STROKE PRESENTATION

Mid-life singles (mid-30s to 50s): 

Are you looking for a renewed sense 

of purpose & belonging? Register 

today for a life-changing REFLECT 

weekend retreat at the St. Francis 

Retreat Center in DeWitt, MI. Take 

a chance and get involved; you 

won't regret it! The cost is $230 

for meals and a single room. Visit 

ReflectRetreat.com, email reflect.

michigan@gmail.com, or call 586-

770-1772 for details.

FRI - SUN | FEB 21 - 23 | DEWITT, MI

RETREAT FOR MID-LIFE SINGLES

Join us for an enjoyable evening 

featuring the new and easy-to-learn 

SWOOP Card Game. Suitable for 

all age groups, it is popular among 

families, friends, and individuals 

seeking a fun and stimulating 

challenge with clear rules. We will 

explain how to play the game. For 

$10 per person, pizza, salad, dessert, 

and soft drinks are included, with 

prizes for the winner and runner-

ups! Bring the entire family (age 10+ 

recommended) or come in smaller 

groups or individually. Register 
online or in the parish office. To 

learn more about SWOOP and how 

to play, visit swoop-cards.com.

SAT | MAR 1 | DOORS OPEN 5:30 PM | GAMEPLAY 6 - 8:30 PM

SWOOP CARD GAME FAMILY NIGHT

REGISTER



FEBRUARY 2, 20256 

"Our"CIA Monthly Update: Knowing the      
Shepherd's Voice

 Bill Hicks, OCIA Coordinator   OCIA@stisidore.church

Sometimes, the OCIA (Order 

of Christian Initiation of Adults) 

curricula can seem like as much of 

a math class as a spiritual journey. 

Just consider: 73 books in the 

Bible, 12 Apostles, 4 Gospels, 10 

Commandments, and 8 Beatitudes. 

That’s quite a list, and it doesn’t even 

include “the big 7s” (sacraments, 

deadly sins, corporal and spiritual 

works of mercy, and gifts of the Holy 

Spirit).

One can certainly point out many 

“facts and figures” when trying to 

communicate the fullness of our 

Catholic faith. But at the end of the 

day, knowing the Master’s voice and 

responding to His call is the ultimate 

goal.

To that end, throughout January, our 

Catechumens and Candidates have 

focused on what it means to live a 

Christ-like life. Reflecting on the Ten 

Commandments, the Beatitudes, 

and the Church’s teachings on 

moral living and social justice, they 

presented a clear image of how to 

embrace Jesus’ call to holiness.

As we continue toward the Lenten 

season, each of our weekly OCIA 

sessions will focus on the day’s 

Gospel reading and how we are 

being challenged to hear and follow 

our Shepherd’s voice.

Next month, we’ll provide a glimpse 

of the Rite of Sending and the Rite 

of Election, which begin the final 

preparations for Easter joy and the 

conferring of the Sacraments of 

Initiation on our brothers and sisters 

in Christ. Please keep them in your 

prayers.

My sheep hear my voice; I 
know them, and they follow 
me.
John 10:27

What a Successful Season of Giving
 John Karski   johnk@stol.church

The response to our Adopt-a-Family 

and Giving Tree programs was 

excellent—by far the best I have 

experienced in the past seven years.

This past season, we received 87 

requests for assistance from families 

and foster kids. Of those requests, 

the parish responded to the needs 

of 162 children, 12 adults, and two 

dogs. Gifts, Giving Tree purchases, 

and monetary donations totaled over 

$63,000. The five Giving Trees held 

1000 tags. Of the 21 organizations 

we supported, one tree included five 

organization requests for purchased 

items, which is not included in the 

total amount.

I offer the dollar amount information 

solely to highlight the incredible 

impact of our parishioners' 

generosity. The most important 

result, however, is the number 

of people who were helped—a 

testament to our community's caring 

nature!

Thanks to each and every one of you 

who answered the call to assist those 

in need. Together, as the St. Therese 

of Lisieux Parish family, we have 

shown that we are loving, caring, and 

giving people of God! Mother Teresa 

said it well: “It’s not how much we 

give but how much love we put into 

giving.”
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Many of you have probably heard 

that Pope Francis has declared 

2025 a Jubilee Year of Hope. It 

officially began on Dec. 24, 2024, 

when he opened the first Holy Door 

at St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome, and it 

will conclude on Jan. 6, 2026.

Over the next few weeks, we 

will discuss this declaration, its 

importance, and how you can 

participate. 

The Jubilee Year has its roots in the 

Old Testament when God instructed 

the children of Israel through 

Moses to count every fiftieth year 

as sacred (Lev 25:10). Since 1300, 

the Roman Catholic Church has 

observed Ordinary Jubilee Years 

at regular intervals (every 25 years 

since 1470) and Extraordinary 

Jubilee Years (most recently, the 

Year of Mercy in 2016). Whether 

Ordinary or Extraordinary, the 

purpose of any Jubilee Year is to 

pause, pray, and give glory to God.

One of the most important 

observances of a Jubilee Year is the 

pilgrimage, which involves traveling 

the world to appreciate the beauty 

of creation, recall the need for 

silence and recollection, form 

friendships with fellow travelers, and 

seek Christ, who is the way (John 

14:6) and the gateway (John 10:9) 

to eternal life.

Knowing that very few of us can 

travel to Rome to pass through 

the Holy Doors in the Eternal 

City, Archbishop Vigneron has 

designated twelve pilgrimage sites 

throughout the Archdiocese. These 

sites will allow the faithful to pray 

the official prayer for the 2025 

Jubilee Year and spiritually unite 

with all who will journey to Rome as 

pilgrims.

For more info, visit www.aod.org/
jubilee and the official Jubilee 

pages of the Vatican and the United 

States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops.

Jubilee of Hope 2025 in 
the Archdiocese of Detroit
 Evangelization Committee

Community Note: Vandalism of Nativity Set
 Msgr. John Kasza   frjohn@stol.church

It is with heavy hearts that we share 

some unfortunate news: our beloved 

Nativity set, a cherished symbol of 

the Christmas season for our parish, 

has been vandalized. This display 

has brought joy and inspiration to 

so many over the years, and it’s 

heartbreaking to see it in its current 

state.

While we are committed to replacing 

the Nativity set in time for the next 

Christmas season, the cost will 

understandably be large. We want to 

emphasize that we are not planning 

a special collection for this purpose; 

however, if anyone feels moved to 

contribute toward defraying the 

expense, your generosity would be 

deeply appreciated.

Donations can be dropped off in the 

parish office. Every little bit will help 

bring the spirit of Christmas back to 

life in our community.

Thank you for your kindness and 

support, and please join us in praying 

for the restoration of this special 

tradition.

Thank you and God bless,

Monsignor John
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A Great Family Resource
Spread the word! As many of you know, 

several years ago, the Archdiocese of 

Detroit began to publish a resource for 

families in the form of a big, thick book 

filled with a wide variety of activities, 

articles, crafts, recipes, and more. This 

great resource is now fully online at 

52sundays.com–and free. Even better 

yet, this year, there is an extra bonus of 

free saints coloring pages for anyone who 

signs up. Did we say “free?” This is a great 

family resource, and you can’t beat that 
price!

Next Sunday, as millions of 

people tune in to watch the 

Super Bowl, we’re also tuning in 

to the needs of our neighbors. 

The SOUPer Bowl of Caring 

is about taking action to fight 

hunger at the local level, 

ensuring that no one has to go 

without the food they need.

On Sunday, Feb. 9, after the 

9:45 and 11:45 AM Masses, teens 

who are preparing to receive 

the Sacrament of Confirmation 

will be collecting monetary 

donations to benefit Deo 

Gratias Ministries in Detroit. 

You can read more about this 

organization at dgmdetroit.org.

Be on the lookout for a chance 

to make a difference! Together, 

we can help bring good 

nutrition to our neighbors.

SOUPer Bowl of Caring
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10 Healthy Tips for Your Heart 
 Marilyn Cito, Parish Nurse   marilyn@stol.church

Since it’s a new year and February 

is designated as “Heart Month,” I 

thought it would be fitting to discuss 

healthy habits we should adopt to 

reduce our risk of developing heart 

disease, the leading killer in the U.S.

Although several factors raise a 

person’s risk of heart disease, some 

things can be done to prevent it 

and even reverse it in some cases. 

Lifestyle changes are hard for 

everyone, but even if you can change 

some of those unhealthy habits, that 

would be worthwhile.

Increasing mobility on a regular basis 

is important. Inactivity has been 

linked to cognitive decline, frailty and 

weakness, and an increased risk of 

death. It’s important to move your 

body and increase your heart rate 

by at least 150 minutes every week. 

That’s only 30 minutes five times a 

week, and that half hour does not 

need to be done at once! Adding 

strength training twice a week would 

be an extra plus!

Avoid drinking too much alcohol 

since it raises blood pressure, 

causes irregular heartbeats, and 

can lead to heart failure (weakening 

of the heart). The World Health 

Organization suggests not 

drinking at all, but if you do, the 

recommended limits in the U.S. are 

one drink a day for women and two 

for men.

Make sure you are sleeping enough, 

which is usually 7-9 hours per 

night. Lack of sleep is associated 

with diabetes and weight gain, 

which can negatively affect heart 

health. Untreated sleep apnea or 

poor-quality sleep can lead to high 

blood pressure and abnormal heart 

rhythms, which affect your heart.

Aim to eat healthier. This includes 

fruits, vegetables, lean protein, nuts, 

and whole grains. Recommended 

diets include the DASH (Dietary 

Approaches to Stop Hypertension) 

diet, which is designed to prevent 

or treat high blood pressure. It is 

low in salt, added sugar, alcohol, 

and processed foods, while rich in 

vegetables, fruits, whole grains, and 

legumes. Another heart-healthy diet 

is the Mediterranean Diet, which, like 

DASH, consists mainly of plants and 

focuses on “good fats” like walnuts, 

almonds, olive oil, and avocados. 

Other tips for healthy eating include 

drinking water, avoiding sodas and 

sugary drinks, fried foods, excess 

salt, and cholesterol. Portion control 

is also important.

Staying social with others helps 

avoid the risk of heart disease. In 

2023, the U.S. Surgeon General 

reported that social isolation and 

loneliness were associated with a 

29% increase in the risk of heart 

disease and a 32% increase in the 

risk of stroke. So, it’s essential to 

stay connected to family and friends. 

Consider joining a social group or 

senior community or volunteering. 

Many places, such as hospitals, 

churches, animal shelters, theaters, 

or community organizations, are 

looking for volunteers.

Avoid tobacco, whether you vape 

or smoke cigarettes (or cigars), and 

avoid secondhand smoke. Tobacco 

damages blood vessels and causes 

plaque buildup, which can cause 

abnormal heart rhythms, heart 

attack, and even heart failure.

Minimize stress. Anxiety raises blood 

pressure, which can affect the heart. 

If you feel anxious, find something 

you enjoy that will help you calm 

down. Try meditating, praying, 

reading, listening to music, talking 

to a friend, walking outside, or doing 

something you enjoy.

If you need to lose weight, now 

is a good time to start. Carrying 

extra weight around your waist is 

especially bad. Obesity is a risk for 

heart disease and raises cholesterol, 

blood sugar, triglycerides, and blood 

sugar. Losing 5-10% of body weight 

can improve your risk of heart 

disease.

There also appears to be a link 

between poor dental hygiene 

(including gum disease) and heart 

disease. A 2017 survey found that 

about one-third of people aged 65 

and older had not seen a dentist in 

the past year. Good dental health and 

regular cleanings are essential for 

heart—and overall—health.

Although all of these 

recommendations may seem 

overwhelming, be patient and don’t 

give up! Changing habits is not easy, 

especially if we find them enjoyable. 

So, take a day at a time and make 

a conscious effort to improve your 

heart health and overall health. You 

can do it!

Adapted from:
•	 AARP, Health, “Ten Worst Habits for 

Your Health,” by Jeanette Beebe, 
November 7, 2024



FEBRUARY 2, 202510 

Ministry
Schedule
SAT | FEBRUARY 8
4:30 PM
Lector 1: Volunteer Needed
Lector 2: Volunteer Needed
Altar Servers: Volunteer Needed
Usher Team 3: Matt Stephan

SUN | FEBRUARY 9
8:00 AM
Lector 1: Paul Wilhelm
Lector 2: Marilyn Kylmala
Altar Servers: Volunteer Needed
Usher Team 4: Tomaz Dopico

SUN | FEBRUARY 9
9:45 AM
Lector 1: Patricia Austin
Lector 2: Kevin Debruyne
Altar Servers: Volunteer Needed
Usher Team 1: Diane Kuptz

SUN | FEBRUARY 9
11:45 AM
Lector 1: Paul Bieber
Lector 2: Patricia Bieber
Altar Servers: Volunteer Needed
Usher Team 2: Sam Guzzardo

Intercessory Prayer 
Group

Rambling Roses
This is a reminder of our Rambling Roses 

meeting on Thursday, Feb. 6, beginning at 9:30 

AM. New members are welcome. We will be 

playing bingo after the meeting, followed by 

a lecture on strokes. If you plan to attend the 

lecture, please call the office, as a light lunch 

will be served.

Attention all prayer warriors, including our snowbird 

friends in the south! St. Therese of Lisieux conducts 

monthly Intercessory Prayer Group meetings via Zoom, 

typically on the first Wednesday of each month from 

6:15 to 7:15 PM. During these sessions, we pray for our 

priests, the Family of Parishes, and our broader com-

munity. The Intercessory Prayer Group unites in prayer 

for various petitions. We also read and contemplate 

the upcoming Sunday’s gospel, seeking the guidance 

of the Holy Spirit before sharing our reflections on the 

reading. If you are interested in joining the Intercessory 

Prayer Group, please call the front desk to leave your 

contact information.

 Monique Sgro
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Medjugorje Pilgrimage: September 14-22, 2025
 Paul Candela   candelas@wowway.com  phone 810-523-6818

Since June 1981, the Blessed Virgin 

Mary has been appearing daily in 

the Croatian parish of Medjugorje 

in Herzegovina. Our Lady is calling 

us to return to God. Through her 

messages, she guides humanity 

to peace in the heart, family, 

community, and, thus, the whole 

world. Millions of people from every 

continent, laity, and clergy have 

made their way to the parish of 

Medjugorje in response to her call, 

returning home as lights of peace. 

Please consider joining others 

from our family of parishes on a 

pilgrimage to Medjugorje from Sept. 

14 to 22.

Pilgrimage includes:

•	 6 nights in Medjugorje

•	 1 final night on the Croatian 

coast near Dubrovnik

•	 Assistance with flight 

arrangement

•	 Pre-travel orientation

•	 Information packet/tote bag

•	 Group bus to and from 

Medjugorje

•	 Comfortable, clean lodging

•	 Breakfast and large mid-day 

dinner each day in Medjugorje

•	 Spiritual conferences in 

Medjugorje

•	 24/7 language and cultural guide

•	 Rides to and from Mass, as 

needed

•	 Visits with visionaries, as 

available

•	 Group fee/donation to parish

•	 Hotel lodging for the final night

•	 Transport to departing flight

Price:

$1200; departing from Newark, NJ, 

airport. Land cost only. Airfare is 
separate. Single room requests, 
please add $100.

We will go with the Mir-Peace group, 

a family that has guided pilgrims 

to Medjugorje since 1986. As native 

Croatians, they are familiar with the 

local language and customs and 

have established strong ties with 

the villagers and parish community 

of Medjugorje. They are dedicated 

to sharing Our Lady’s message and 

serving all of her dear children.

Mir-Peace

PO Box 105 Clarks Summit, PA 18411

For more information, please contact 

Paul Candela, St. Therese of Lisieux 

parishioner.

Brown Bag Project
 John Karski   johnk@stol.church

The Brown Bag Project will take 

place in February, beginning on the 

1st and ending on the 24th. A list 

of food items, personal care items, 

gift cards, etc., is attached to each 

bag. Please fill the bags with the 

requested items and return them to 

the Gathering Space. Gift cards must 

be dropped off in the parish office.

The project supports our parish's 

St. Vincent de Paul, Agape Center, 

and St. Francis-St. Maximilian food 

pantries. Please be as generous as 

possible, as these organizations are 

struggling to fulfill the requests of 

those in need.
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Mass Intentions 

 
SUNDAY
Mal 3:1-4;

Ps 24:7-10;

Heb 2:14-18;

Lk 2:22-40

MONDAY
Heb 11:32-40,

Ps 31:20-24;

Mk 5:1-20

TUESDAY
Heb 12:1-4;

Ps 22:26b-28, 30-32;

Mk 5:21-43

WEDNESDAY
Heb 12:4-7, 11-15;

Ps 103:1-2, 13-14, 17-18a;

Mk 6:1-6

THURSDAY
Heb 12:18-19, 21-24;

Ps 48:2-4, 9-11;

Mk 6:7-13

FRIDAY

Heb 13:1-8;

Ps 27:1, 3, 5, 8b-9abc;

Mk 6:14-29

SATURDAY
Heb 13:15-17, 20-21;

Ps 23:1-6;

Mk 6:30-34

SUNDAY
Is 6:1-2a, 3-8;

Ps 138:1-5, 7-8;

1 Cor 15:1-11;

Lk 5:1-11

Readings

SAT. FEB. 1 4:30 PM

	Joe Basirico, Maria Basirico-Fiorello	
	Aloysius Hessell	
	K. T. Karen Theut McCormack	
	Helen Frankowski (14th Anniv.)
	Anthony Aued (Bday)
	Ben Hessell	
	Inocencia Galang	
	Hub Kraemer	
	Pat Sandstrom	
	Frank Bernabei
	

SUN. FEB. 2 8:00 AM

	 Sylvia & Benedict Szatkowski	
	Dennis Stroh	
	 Shawn Lechner (B-day)
	Joan Swanson	
	Paul & Mary Jane Grivas
	Danford Loy	

SUN. FEB. 2 9:45 AM

	Mary Gugliemetti
	Franks Blowers
	Michele Benacquista
	Jeff Huyghe
	Anna Chryczyk
	Dominick Ciolino
	Sylvia Ciolino
	Mary Lou Stewart
	Adrian Ossowski
	Maria Adolf Motyl

SUN. FEB. 2 11:45 AM

	Rose Tinervia Parison	
	Rosalie Dilorenzo	
	Francesco & Rosaria Dilorenzo	
	Salvatore Garofolo	
	Stefana Moceri	
	Joseph Phillips	

	Jennifer Yatuomu Yousif	
	Gorjia Kassab	
	Petrus Kassab	
	Leonardo Vonella (10th Anniv.)	
	 Frank & Judith Teodecki (Wedding 		
		  Anniv.)

TUE. FEB. 4 8:30 AM

	Lillian Krajenke	
	 Leslie Robare (Healing)
	 Abrielle Robare (Healing)

WED. FEB. 5 8:30 AM

	Menard & Daniel Family
	Dolores Bara
	Twila McGinty Barker

THU. FEB. 6 8:30 AM

Karen Bliss

FRI. FEB. 7 8:30 AM

	Garry Fix	
	Ernest Breitschuh	
	 Nicole & Baby (Healing)

SAT. FEB. 8 4:30 PM

	Joe Basirico, Maria Basirico-Fiorello	
	Judy Brusate	
	Alfred Saam	
	Bob Glinski	
	John Wais	
	Albert Walter	
	Louis Muscat, Sr. (40th Anniv.)
	Sam Anthony	
	Leo O'Parka	
	Deborah Gaberty-Smith

SUN. FEB. 9 8:00 AM

	Anna & Jerry DiGirolamo
	Patricia Burden
	Elizabeth Geiger
	 Michelle Szatkowski
	Scott Bain
	Dolores Bara
	 Living & Deceased Members of Daniel 	
		  Kozicki Family
	Patrick Foley
	Richard Swiftney
	

SUN. FEB. 9 9:45 AM

	Angie Gugliemetti	
	Anna Chryczyk	
	Joan Swanson	
	 Gornowicz Family	
	Giuseppina Castelli	
	Annie Elya	
	Rita Saigh (Bday)
	 Leslie Robare (Healing)
	 Abrielle Robare (Healing)
	Phillip DeChambeau (2nd Anniv.)

SUN. FEB. 9 11:45 AM

	Leonard Nagorski (Bday)
	Francesco Bologna	
	Salvatore Garofolo	
	Rose Tinervia Parison	
	 Members of the Szatkowski 		
		  Family	
	 Members of the Nardi Family	
	Liling Trinidad	
	Raymond Mackin
	Livia & Sante Bisciaio
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Get In Touch
Msgr. John Kasza, FOP Moderator
 frjohn@stol.church      316

Fr. Ron Essman, Fr. Charles Fox,  
Fr. Bill Gruden
Weekend Associates

Rev. Mr. Greg Willoughby, Deacon
 deacongreg@stol.church

Peggy Casing, Director of Discipleship Form.
 peggyc@stol.church      308

John Karski, Director of Evangelical Charity
 johnk@stol.church      302

Matt Kush, Director of Engagement
 matt@stol.church    586-286-1700   2126

Chris Kozlowski, Director of Mission Support
 chrisk@stol.church     321

Chris Piebiak, Director of Family Ministry
 chrisp@stol.church      303

Maintenance: Nate Chevalier, Daniel Purifoy, 

John Vella
 maintenance@stol.church

Rebecca Poupard, Director of Worship
 rebeccap@stol.church      310

Sister Mary Andrew, CSSF,  
Seniors/Homebound Ministry
 sistermary@stol.church      301

Kim Corsi, Administrative Assistant
 kimc@stol.church      307

Susan De Benedetti, Sunday School Coord.
 susand@stol.church      309

Marilyn Cito, Parish Nurse
 marilync@stol.church      320

Sue Juliano, Administrative Assistant
 frontdesk@stol.church      300

Julie LaBrecque, Grow (Gr. 1-6), First 

Reconciliation & Communion
 juliel@stol.church      306

Veronica LaPlant, Mission (Gr. 7-8), 

Confirmation Prep. 
 veronical@stol.church      313

Valerie Saunders, Parish Secretary
 frontdesk@stol.church      300

phone (586) 254-4433    fax (586) 254-5463    stol.church   48115 Schoenherr Rd., Shelby Twp., MI 48315

   Church Staff

Family of Parishes Directors

Monday – Thursday 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Friday Closed

Saturday 3:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Sunday 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Lunch 12 - 1 PM (Mon-Thurs)

Office Hours
Please direct all inquiries to Matt:  

bulletin@stol.church

Content is due ten days in advance and must be 

submitted online at stol.church/bulletin.

Bulletin Question?

Michael Giannetti, FOP Buildings/Facility Mgr.
 mike@stisidore.church 

Ally LaBrecque, Administrative Assistant
 frontdesk@stol.church      300

Diana Devine, FOP Youth Minister 
 dianad@stol.church    586-745-9512



Mark A. Bieszki D.D.S., M.S.
Board Certified Orthodontist, SJV Parishioner
Romeo Plank & 23 Mile Rd. 586.226.BRACES (2722)

FREE Orthodontic Consultation Ages 7 & Up

www.MacombOrthodontics.com /

• High-Tech Braces /                                 / Expanders
• Most Insurances Accepted / Low Monthly Payments

WASHER / DRYER REPAIR

Call Dave Dressler

G.E., Whirlpool, Kenmore Specialist

(586) 791-4466
  — Stoves & Refrigerators —

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

JUENGEL’S TREE SERVICE

Jim Juengel 586-855-4329

Free Estimates • Trimming
Topping • Deadwooding
Removal • Storm Damage
Stump Grinding

Fully Insured

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2024 DIOCESAN
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 GREGORY J. PINE, d.d.s., p.c.

G&B Plaza • 49095 Schoenherr (22 Mile)

586-726-8350
Weekdays - Evenings

Saturdays
Emergencies

FAMILY
DENTISTRY

We’re in YOUR neighborhood...

13650 E. Fifteen Mile Rd.
Sterling Heights, MI 48312

(586) 977-7300
www.bcfh.com Paul R. Calcaterra

St. Therese of Lisieux’s
Sunday Bulletin

Diocesan is proud to be printing

For opportunities to advertise,
please call 616-894-2821

You are invited to help support our Parish!

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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KT
&Kustom's

ollision, Inc.

Fabricator of 
COUNTERTOPS
& FIREPLACES

Giovanni Ferrazzo
Free Estimates

Call to schedule an appointment today!

586-991-6225
15122 Commercial Dr. • Shelby Twp.

quotes@diamondgraniteinc.com

586.940.0355
HayesAndCompany.net

SHELBY TOWNSHIP
JOEHAYES@REMAX.NET

Parishioner

JOE HAYES
Residential Specialist

586-226-9000
www.crestviewsmiles.com

Parish Member

Deanna M. Poniatowski, DDS, PC
46600 Romeo Plank, Suite 1 • Macomb Township

ACROSS FROM ST. JOHN’S MEDICAL CENTER

Complete Personalized Care

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will

For further information,
 please call the parish office.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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